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NAG 5―Health and Safety

Student Disclosures
Rationale

The Board of Trustees (BOT) is responsible for ensuring that student confidence and trust is maintained by providing avenues of communication for students to make disclosures in regard to alleged physical, emotional or sexual abuse.
Purpose
Students who consider they have in some way been harmed or exploited need to be confident that disclosures can be made through an easily accessed, protected and meaningful procedure.
Guidelines

a) The complainant will not be subject to victimisation.

b) Personnel from statutory agencies will be involved where the origin and extent of abuse is not clear or where the gravity of the disclosure is such that the official involvement of support agencies is necessary.

c) Confidentiality will be maintained at all times. Communication will only be made with adults and students who are directly involved in the disclosure.

d) Where a disclosure is considered by the Principal and a designated Board Member to be without substance, he/she has the discretion not to involve parents or support agencies. Such disclosures are, however, required to be recorded by the Principal.

e) A factual and relevant record will be kept of disclosures and subsequent events.

f) The Principal will ensure staff are sufficiently knowledgeable to both manage and provide guidance to students making disclosures.

g) Individual investigations or follow up from a disclosure must not take place without prior consultation with the appropriate staff or support agency.
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